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OUR PARISH MISSION:  FORMATION - SPIRIT - COMMUNITY - SERVICE 

A Five Year Plan is for the benefit of guiding our parish to aim for goals set by our parish  

commissions.  This also gives us the chance to communicate to the parish opportunities for  

involvement. Over the past year and a half, I have attended some thirty meetings where we have 

compiled information for all those in the parish, and we have prayed that this process can truly 

serve us as we enter into the next decade of the millennium. We have an enormous challenge 

that lies ahead of us. Our parish is now thirty-three years old. As we enter this particular time in 

the history of Divine Word Church, the upkeep of our parish requires raising extra funds, our  

ministries call for increased involvement and it will be important that we share our ministerial 

needs through clustering, district offerings and diocesan events as we continue into the future.  

I appreciate the time and effort of all those who have offered input and assisted in gathering and 

compiling information for this Five Year Plan. My hope is that you not only read it, but reflect on 

it and pray for it. If we put forth the effort to meet our goals, we will create an even more  

dynamic faith-filled community.                               

Commission/Parish Goals 

Liturgyé  
Enhance fu l l ,  consci ous act i ve par t i cipa -

t i on in l i tur gy by: 

§ Providing ongoing formation concerning the roles  

of all those gathered at liturgy, particularly the  

assembly, liturgical ministers and the Liturgy  

Commission 

§ Communicating and implementing the new Roman 

Missal translation as required for the entire  

English-speaking church in the timeframe given by 

the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) 

(anticipated to be Advent 2011) 

§ Supporting the further improvement of our music 

ministry, including replacement of the piano and 

other equipment needs  

Educationé  

Pr omot e l i fe- l ong fa i th for mat i on by: 

§ Offering Youth Faith Formation for grades 1-8  

using appropriate workbooks and supported  

by the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd in 

accordance with anticipated Diocesan  

guidelines, by September 2011 

§ Providing a comprehensive youth ministry  

program for middle school and high school 

youth, including a catechetical component as 

required by the USCCB, coordinated by a 

youth minister  

§ Provide ongoing opportunities for adult faith  

formation that appeal to many different age 

groups and ways of life 

§ Enhancing the Rite of Christian Initiation of 

Adults (RCIA) process which serves as a model 

for all ongoing faith formation by following the 

RCIA guidelines 

§ Utilizing the Education Commission in achieving 

the parish faith formation vision 

 

Mainta in and increase the qual i t y of  
fa i th for mat i on of fer ings by ensur i ng 
appr opr ia te t ra in i ng of catechis ts  and 

vol unteers                 

Purpose  
and  
Vision  
of the  
Plan  



Spiritual Lifeé  
Deepen the spi r i tua l i t y of our  commu-

ni t y in con for mi t y wi t h the person of 

Jesus Chr is t  and His  Gospel  thr ough : 

§ Proving individual and group experiences, 

including the intercessory prayer group and 

adoration 

§ Promoting vocations, including callings to  

married, single and religious life 

§ Offering the experience of menõs and 

womenõs Renewals 

§ Providing Godõs comfort in times of  

healing, grief and loss 

Parish Lifeé  
Pr ovide a hospi table and wel comi ng 

envi r onment  for  eve -
r yone in the  

communi t y by: 

§ Planning and providing  

parish picnics and 

other social gatherings 

that offer opportuni-

ties for different age groups and family  

situations 

§ Embracing new parishioners into the life of 

Social Justiceé  
Reach out  socia l l y and envi r onmen-

ta l l y t o the Ki r t land communi t y,  the 
NE Ohi o area and the wor ld at  lar ge 

by: 

§ Establishing a Social Justice Commission that 

is formed within the principles of Catholic 

social teaching 

§ Maintaining and assessing continual outreach 

throughout the local community 

§ Providing ongoing help to serve the needs 

outside the community through the Sunday 

meals program, Joseph House and other  

inner-city ministries 

§ Raising the consciousness of the parish  

concerning global and environmental issues 

P h y s i ca l  F a c i l i t i e s  &                   

 Groundsé 

Mainta in and enhance the sa fet y and 
aest het i cs  of the phys i ca l  gr ounds 

and faci l i t ies  by: 

§ Strategically planning to repair and  

replace the facilities and property to 

which we have been entrusted by the 

Diocese 

§ Communicating the physical and financial 

needs related to the property 

§ Initiating a parish-wide capital campaign 

to meet the needs 

§ Continuing to be environmentally  

conscious regarding decisions made and 

actions to be taken 

 

Connection to the Wider 

Church 

    Clusteringé  

§ Build relationship with St. Noel staff  

and parishioners, particularly in the  

areas of Youth Ministry, Social Justice, 

Evangelization and Social Relationships 

§ Continually evaluate the opportunities 

for shared ministries 

 

 L a ke / Ge a ug a   

           Districté 

§ Communicate the availability of district-

wide resources, including ministries for 

Divorced & Separated, Bereavement, 

Social Outreach and Youth Ministry  

gatherings 

 

 Diocesané 

§ Communicate the opportunity to gather 

as a broader Church through Diocesan 

gatherings, celebrations and educational 

offerings 

òIf we put forth the 

effort to meet our 

goals, we will create 

an even more dy-

namic faith-filled 

community.ó 


